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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 31-34 and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 
2001-233289 A ('289). 

JP ('289) shows a flotation device for supporting a user in the water (figures 1 and 2), 
having a pair of buoyant front panels [1 1] with a closure connecting the front panels. A pair of 
side connecting panels, comprising grommets and tie cords [17], extends from the front panels 
for disposition beneath the arms of the user. A buoyant back panel [12] is connected to the side 
connecting panels. 

A buoyant head support panel [15] is affixed to the back panel for supporting the head of 
a user (see paragraph 23, lines 1-3, of the English translation). Because the head support panel 
is made of elastic resin sheet (paragraph 25 of the translation), it will show some degree of 
flexibility along the attachment seam line (see figure 5). The head support panel is therefore 
considered to be hingedly attached to the back panel. 

A bottom connecting panel [13] extending from the front panels to the back panel for 
disposition between the user's legs. The bottom connecting panel is considered buoyant due to 
buoyancy provided by the bladder. 

Re claims 32 and 38, it is noted that at least three tethers at provided for connecting the 
two front panels together. However, only two of such three tethers can used for connecting the 
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two front panels, and the remaining third tether can be employed for connecting to something 
else, such as another flotation device.. 

Re claims 33 and 39, the limitation "clip", such has been broadly interpreted to mean any 
type of fastener or fastening device. As such, the string holes [13a, 16] on the bottom 
connecting panel and the front panels, respectively, are considered to be equivalent of clips. 
The limitation "for clipping said device to a second flotation device" is merely an intended use. In 
the present case, the flotation device is considered capable of being attached to another 
flotation device by passing of a suitable fastener, such as a string, through the clip of the front 
panel. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 31-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Phillips 
(US 2,807,035 A) in view of JP 2001-233289 A ('289). 

Phillips ('035) shows a flotation device (fig. 3) having a pair of buoyant front panels [2, 3] 
with a closure [11] connecting the front panels. A pair of side connecting panels comprising 
straps [7, 8] extends from the front panels for disposition beneath the arms of the user. A 
buoyant back panel [1] is connected to the side connecting panels. A pair of shoulder straps [4] 
connect the front panels to the back panel. Re claims 36 and 42, the straps are capable of being 
' separated/torn by use of a substantial force, and are therefore considered removable. 
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Re claims 32 and 38, a tether [14] is provided with a clip [15] for securing the flotation 
device firmly to the body of the user. The limitation "for connecting said device to a second 
flotation device" is merely an intended use. In the present case, the tether is considered capable 
of being attached to another flotation device and therefore meets the requirement of the claim. 

Phillips ('035), however, is silent on the provision of a buoyant head support panel or a 
bottom connecting panel (claims 31 and 37), or of a clip provided on each of the front panels 
(claims 33 and 39). 

JP ('289) shows a flotation device with a buoyant head support panel and a bottom 
connecting panel, as described in If 2 above. 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide a buoyant head support panel and a bottom panel in device of Phillips ('035), as taught 
by JP ('289). Providing such panels would have maintained the head of a user above the water 
level, while also prevention a slipping out from the vest, if the user were to become 
unconscious. Such an arrangement would have therefore ensured a greater safety. 

Re claims 33 and 39, the device is provided with at least one tether having a clip. 
However, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide at least one additional tether with clips - with at least one tether provided on each front 
panel - in the device of Phillips ('035). Providing a multiplicity of tethers with clips would have 
ensured greater safety because it would have eliminated the risk of accidental separation of the 
flotation device from the user due to a malfunction or damage of the only tether. Further, the 
limitation "for clipping said device to a second flotation device" is merely an intended use. The 
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modified Phillips ('035) would be capable of being attached to another flotation device, and 
therefore meets the requirement of the claim. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 8, 14 and 27-30 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 31-42 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: The art cited in the attached PTO form 892 shows a variety of personal flotation 
devices. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ajay Vasudeva whose telephone number is (571) 272-6689. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 12:00 - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joe Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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